
 

Bible Helps   The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

What is The Lord’s Prayer?   

The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) is contained in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-

7).  It wraps up Jesus’ instruction on how His people ought to think about prayer.  Rather 

than being done for the purpose of garnering the praise of men, prayer is a means of 

addressing God and drawing near to Him.  While it is certainly is permissible to recite 

this prayer word for word, we ought to see it more in terms of being a pattern for our 

prayers.   

 
How is The Lord’s Prayer a pattern? 

This prayer opens and closes with words of praise.  A declaration of God’s holiness and 

glory begin and end the prayer.  Sandwiched in-between are requests for God’s rule to be 

put on display and daily provision.  There is also a confession of sin and a petition for 

deliverance from temptation.  All of these components ought to, in some way or another, 

be present in our prayer life. 

 
I thought The Lord’s Prayer was also in another book of the Bible.  Is that true? 

Yes, a form of it is also presented by Luke in his gospel.  You will notice the wording in 

Luke is slightly different than in Matthew.  Here is Luke 11:1-4… 

“Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” 

“Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.” 

“Give us day by day our daily bread.” 

“And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.” 

“And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.” 

 
What are some resources that might help me study The Lord’s Prayer on my own? 

A Transforming Vision by William Edgar 

A Layman Looks at the Lord’s Prayer by Phillip Keller 

Alone with God by John MacArthur 

 

What is the reason that some believers are so much brighter and holier than others? I 

believe the difference, in nineteen cases out of twenty, arises from different habits about 

private prayer. I believe that those who are not eminently holy pray little, and those who are 

eminently holy pray much.”  JC Ryle 


